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ALLOUEZ — Barb Estabrook 
loves baking delicious, award-
winning dishes and pastries 
from homemade recipes. The 
only greater joy, she said, is 
sharing her love of baking with 
her family. 

Estabrook, a member of St. 
Pius X Parish in Appleton, is one 
of Wisconsin’s most celebrated 
bakers. After retiring as a real 
estate agent in 2000, Estabrook 
began entering baking contests. 
In 20 years, she estimates she’s 
entered more than 200 contests 
sponsored by food companies and 
restaurants.

The fi rst baking contest 
she entered in 1999 was the 
Pillsbury Bake-Off. She was a 
2000 fi nalist in that competi-
tion for her “Honey-Of-A Pear 
Cake” recipe and won a trip to 
San Francisco for the Bake-Off. 
“That was the most prestigious 
contest,” she said. “If you made 
the Pillsbury Bake-Off, you re-
ally made it.” 

Estabrook repeated as a Bake-
Off fi nalist two more times. In 
2014, her third fi nalist appear-
ance, she traveled to Nashville 
and earned the Eagle Brand Sig-
nature Recipe Award. Her recipe 

for peanut and pretzel-peanut 
butter thumbprint cookies with 
caramel fi lling took home a 
$5,000 cash prize.

“I went three times (to the 
Bake-Off fi nals) and you can only 
go three times,” she said. 

She competed in the 2007 

Applebee’s Burger Showdown, 
and her grilled apple bacon and 
white cheddar melt burger was 
featured on the restaurant’s 
menu for three months. 

Our full story appears in the 
Nov. 20 issue.
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Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In our course of catechesis on 
prayer, today we meet the Virgin 
Mary as the prayerful woman. 
Our Lady prayed. When the world 
still knew nothing of her, when 
she was a simple girl engaged 
to a man of the house of David, 
Mary prayed. We can imagine the 
young girl of Nazareth wrapped 
in silence, in continuous dialogue 
with God who would soon entrust 
her with a mission. She is already 
full of grace and immaculate from 
the moment she was conceived; 
but she knows nothing yet of 
her surprising and extraordinary 
vocation and the stormy sea 
she will have to cross. One thing 
is certain: Mary belongs to a 
great host of the humble of heart 
whom the offi cial historians never 
include in their books, but with 
whom God prepared the coming 
of his son.

+ Pope Francis, Nov. 20, 2020

December 2020

Pastor’s beard will be shaved or saved in exchange for donations
BY JEFF KUROWSKI | THE COMPASS

ALLOUEZ — Fr. Matt Settle is often asked how 
long he has been growing his beard. He really 
doesn’t have an answer, he said, and soon, the 
question may no longer come up.

The “Three Parish Family” — St. Anthony, 
Tigerton; Holy Family-St. William, Wittenberg; 
and St. Mary, Marion — organized a “Fun 
Razor/Save the Beard Contest,” which will 

close this month. Fr. Settle, pastor at the three 
parishes, agreed to cut his beard as a way 
to raise money to offset the cancellation of 
fundraisers due to COVID-19.

“(The Fun Razor idea) came about one day 
when my husband (Jim) and I were out for 
a Sunday drive,” explained Jayne Radtke, a 
trustee at St. Mary Parish. “We were discuss-
ing the car show and how we could have an 
alternate fundraiser. He said to me, ‘Why don’t 

you ask Fr. Matt if he would shave his beard?’ 
So, I went to church the next weekend and 
mentioned it to Father.”

Radtke thought that maybe Fr. Settle could 
cut some of the beard. Anne Poole, who 
serves on the car show committee, suggested 
that to raise a signifi cant amount of money, it 
needed to be shaved off.

Our full story appears in the Nov. 20 issue.
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Barb Estabrook, a member of St. Pius X Parish in Appleton, 
is pictured with her granddaughter, Alyssa Ellis, at the 2019 
Sutter Home “Build a Better Burger Contest” in Detroit.
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THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

About Nativity sets
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1  The beginning of Nativity sets is 
credited to St. Francis of Assisi, who 

set up a live manger scene in 1223 at the 
Franciscan retreat at Grecchio.

2  The Nativity scene at the Vatican was 
started by St. Vincent Pallotti in 1842.

3 In 1982, St. John Paul II began the tra-
dition of a Christmas tree and outdoor 

Nativity scene in St. Peter’s Square. 

4 On the Third Sunday of Advent, the 
children of Rome come to Vatican 

Square carrying the baby Jesus fi gurine 
from their home Nativity sets. These 
Bambinelli, “the little Babies,” are blessed 
by the pope.

5 The three kings, Magi, traditionally 
do not appear in a Nativity set until 

Epiphany, Jan. 6.

5 Thanksgiving in a time of pandemic
Dear friends and followers of Jesus:

O n Sunday, Nov. 15, the church com-
memorated World Day of the Poor. Each 
year on this day, Catholics are called 

to pray for and meet Christ in the poor and 
disadvantaged in our com-
munities. Especially during 
the pandemic, we must turn 
our attention and prayer to 
the most vulnerable, who 
often are at greatest risk and 
bear the greatest effects of 
the virus.

It is especially fi tting that 
World Day of the Poor falls 
right around the time of 
Thanksgiving. By focusing 
our attention on the poor in 
our midst, we can approach 

Thanksgiving with a greater appreciation 
of the many ways God has blessed us and, 
hopefully, be inspired to fi nd ways to share our 
blessings with those in need.

As I look ahead to Thanksgiving this year, 
though, I am well aware that our celebration will 
look different from the celebrations that many 
of us are used to having. Unfortunately, com-
munity spread of the coronavirus often happens 
when families gather, especially those who do 
not live together on a daily basis.

While our celebration of Thanksgiving this 
year might feel a bit strange, the circum-
stances we are facing today are quite similar 

to 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln 
established Thanksgiving as a national holiday 
in the midst of the Civil War. Today, our nation 
is again divided. We are experiencing the 
large-scale loss of life, just as the American 
people did then. Yet, in the midst of the chal-
lenges our nation faced in those days, Presi-
dent Lincoln called on the people to thank God 
for their blessings, to offer penance for those 
who were suffering and to ask God to heal the 
wounds of our nation and restore us to peace, 
harmony and unity.

Perhaps President Lincoln’s words can 
inspire us this year and provide a road map to 
how we might celebrate Thanksgiving, rooted 
in gratitude, self-sacrifi ce and petition to God.

Start with gratitude. Practicing gratitude is 
the key to expanding our spiritual journey of 
prayer and intimacy with God. There is always 
someone and some blessing for which to be 
grateful, even in the midst of a pandemic, 
whether it is our own health, a stable job or 
our ability to connect with loved ones virtually. 
Take some time this Thanksgiving to refl ect 
on the ways God is blessing you during these 
diffi cult times.

Our gratitude enables us to see beyond 
ourselves and realize our connection to all of 
humanity. We call this connection solidarity, 
which is rooted in the truth that we have more 
in common than what divides us.

The entire column appears in our Nov. 20 
issue.

BISHOP’S
CORNER 
Bishop David
Ricken

Sixth graders in 
Mallory Gruszyn-
ski’s homeroom 
at Sacred Heart 
School in Sha-
wano decorated 
their classroom 
for Christmas on 
Nov. 19. Students 
were also asked 
to create a per-
sonal snowfl ake 
that included 
what they love 
about Christmas. 
Pictured at left 
are Addyson 
Kust, left, and 
Isabella Martens 
decorating their 
classroom door.
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