


Liturgical Ministers 
December 21 & 22 

 

Greeters: 
   4pm SG: Meg Post 
   8am HT: Dennis & Lois Albright 
   10am SG: Mary Ann Ristow 
   7pm HT: Volunteers 
    

Readers: 
   4pm SG: Tom Kopanski 
   8am HT: Gary Mueller 
   10am SG: Theresa Zimmermann 
   7pm HT: Cecelia DeBruin 
    

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: 
   4pm SG: Allen Dietrich, Jill Riesterer 
   8am HT: Deacon Gary, Randy Neils  
   10am SG: Deacon Gary, Steve Noworatzky 
   7pm HT: None 
     

Ushers: 
   4pm SG: Mark Kenneke, Bill Wachal 
   8am HT: Billy O’Neil, Kevin Bonde, Al Fischer 
   10am SG: Rene Jelinek, Joe Weber 
   7pm HT: Volunteers 
    

Servers: 
   4pm SG: Vince Shimek 
   8am HT: Deklan Schneider, Sullivan Koenig  
   10am SG: Sawyer Pitz, Sydney Pitz 
   7pm HT: Matt Schneider 
    

Scrip:  
   4pm SG: Sue Popp 
   8am HT: Nancy Augustine 
   10am SG: Pam Lenzner 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 16—December 22 
Sanctuary Candles  

are burning in memory/honor of: 
 

HT: Laura Wagner 
SG: Elizabeth Gosse, Ron Christel & Audrey Larson 

Worship Schedule 
 
     

Saturday Dec 14—St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the  
   Church 
   4pm SG   + Harry & Daisy Burkart 
     

Sunday Dec 15—Third Sunday of Advent 
   8am HT   People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes 
   10am SG  Joe Simon Family 
   7pm HT   Bob & Rachel Schneider Family 
   

Monday Dec 16—Advent Weekday 
   8am HT   Thomas & Pat Schneider Family 
      

Tuesday Dec 17—Late Advent Weekday 
   8am HT  + Sandy Riesterer 
  

Wednesday Dec 18—Late Advent Weekday 
   8am SG  + Eugene, Betty, & Gary Lee Schmidt 
   

Thursday Dec 19—Late Advent Weekday 
   8am SG  + Imelda & Marcella Sukowaty Family 
        

Saturday Dec 21—Late Advent Weekday 
   4pm SG  + Elton Jelinek 
    

Sunday Dec 22—Fourth Sunday of Advent  
   8am HT  + Stanley, Wayne, Kevin Binversie, Laurie Binversie-    
      Heckman 
   10am SG  People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes 
   7pm HT   Tim & Marlene Schultz Family 

Bulletin Deadline Bulletin submissions must be   
received the Tuesday two weeks prior  

to the date of print.   
December 28 & 29 Bulletin  

Submission Deadline is Tuesday, December 17. 

Parish News 
 
Thank you to all who gave generously last weekend 
through the Retirement Collection.  If you still wish to 
donate, you may use the envelopes in church or the par-
ish office to Share in the Care of our retired sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests, as well as our own 
diocesan priests.  On behalf of them, thank you for your 
generous care! 
 
December Green Sunday Maintenance Collection will take place 
December 14 & 15, ahead of the Christmas Masses. 
 
Christian Women: Calendars are still available if you could use 
some for over the holiday when gathering with family and friends. You 
have until December 31, 2024 to return them. 

St. Gregory Stewardship: November 24 & 25, 2024 
 
 

                           Weekly       Fiscal Year Budget 
Envelopes                   $3,005.00         $182,850.00 
Loose                      $   267.00         $  22,372.00 
Total Env. & Loose        $3,272.00         $205,222.00 
Support Budget/Week     $3,946.58         $  57,158.80 received for year 

Difference this Week   - $   674.58         $148,063.20 needed by 6/30/25        

                                
Total November Green Sunday: $50.00 
Christmas Flowers: $374.00 

St. Gregory Stewardship: December 7 & 8, 2024 
 
 

                           Weekly       Fiscal Year Budget 
Envelopes                   $1,705.00         $182,850.00 
Loose                      $   131.00         $  22,372.00 
Total Env. & Loose        $1,836.00         $205,222.00 
Support Budget/Week     $3,946.58         $  69,278.20 received for year 

Difference this Week   - $2,110.58         $135,943.80 needed by 6/30/25        

                                
Total December Green Sunday: $110.00 
Immaculate Conception: $452.00 
Retirement Collection: $873.00 

Holy Trinity Stewardship for December 8, 2024 
 
 

                                              Weekly    Fiscal Year Budget 
Envelopes                         $  4,403.00      $124,800.00 
Loose                                $     316.80       $  15,500.00 
Total                                  $  4,719.80       $140,300.00 
Support Budget/Week     $  2,700.00       $   61,386.12 received for year 

Difference This Week      $  2,019.80       $   78,913.88 needed by 6/30/25 

 

Green Sunday: $0.00   
Immaculate Conception: $471.10 
Retirement Collection: $1,817.00 

End of Year Reminder  
 
Just a reminder, there are only a 
few weeks left until the end of the 
calendar year.  Any contributions to 
be recorded for this calendar year 
must be in the parish office by De-
cember 30.  Offices will be open 

Monday, December 30 8am-noon.   Offices will be closed Tuesday, 
December 31. 
 
FYI … The parishes are eligible 501(c)3 organizations to remember in 
your year-end giving plans.  See if your company has a matching gift! 



Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 
To the Point:  On the third Sunday of Advent, John the 
Baptist always makes clear that he is not the main 
character.  He is a gifted preacher, gathering a follow-

ing and compelling many to turn their hearts to God.  His work over-
laps with what Jesus will do, yet he knows his job is to prepare and 
foreshadow.  Encounter with Christ is still coming, and that is what 
all his preaching points to.  As liturgical ministers in the church, we 
too are meant to prepare and foreshadow and get out of the way to 
let the Holy Spirit work.  Ministerial work is a sacred partnership 
with God, but all of it—all our proclaiming and preaching, our work 
of hospitality, our distribution of Communion, our musical labor—is 
meant to facilitate and point to encounter with Christ. 
 
To Experience:  The busyness of the contemporary world is the 
cause of much anxiety, and these readings invite us to remember 
that much of what keeps us busy and worried is not of ultimate im-
portance.  The second reading, especially, reminds us that Jesus 
promises peace; his coming will involve letting go but also being 
restored to ourselves in a holistic and life-giving way.  The “chaff” 
Jesus will burn away includes many of the distractions that occupy 
our attention, so we should take care not to wrap up our identities in 
them. 
 
1. The first and second readings both tell us to rejoice, but life 

does not always lend itself to rejoicing.  How do you find the joy 
God promises in the midst of life’s darker seasons? 

2. Rest in the last lines of the first reading: know that God rejoices 
over you and sings joyfully because of you.  Is it hard for you to 
accept such love?  What would help you trust in God’s delight 
in you? 

 
Source: Living Liturgy 2025, Liturgical Press 

 
Advent:  

A Season of Hope,  
Preparation, and Joy 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

We begin our third week in the season of Advent. 
This Sunday is known as Gaudete Sunday, we light 
the Shepherd’s candle, a pink candle on our Advent 
wreath, symbolizing joy. It’s a joyful reminder that 
the coming of Christ is near, and we are called to 
prepare our hearts with gratitude and rejoicing. 
 
So, why do we call this the Shepherd’s candle? The 
Shepherds in the Christmas event were ordinary 
people, yet they were the first to hear the angel’s 
message: “Do not be afraid; I bring you good news 
of great joy for all the people.” Despite their hum-
ble status, they became witnesses to God’s glory, 
showing that God’s joy is for everyone -no matter 
how simple or lowly. 
 
In the Gospel for this week, John the Baptist calls 
for a life of repentance demonstrated through acts 
of justice and generosity. He urges the crowd to 
share with those in need, to avoid greed, and to act 
with integrity in their work. John’s fiery preaching 
reminds us that repentance isn’t just about feeling 
sorry for our sins but about a complete transfor-
mation of heart and action. He points to Jesus, the 
one mightier than he, who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. This challenges us to prepare for 
Christ by living lives of compassion, fairness, and 
spiritual renewal. 
 
As we reflect on this theme, let us ask ourselves: 
How can we, like the shepherds, share the joy of 
Christ with others? Can we offer encouragement to 
a struggling neighbor, share the Good News with 
someone searching for meaning, or simply bring a 
smile to a weary face? 
 
This Advent, as the pink candle brightens our 
wreath, let it also brighten our hearts. Let us re-
joice in the Lord’s closeness and spread that joy to 
those around us. True joy is not just felt but 
shared, drawing others into the light and love of 
Christ. 
 
May the Shepherd’s candle inspire us to carry joy 
into our homes, our community, and the world. 
 
   Fr. Josuva 

Mass Readings for Week of December 16—December 22 
 

 Readings  Gospel 
Mon/Dec 16 Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a Matthew 21:23-27  
Tues/Dec 17 Genesis 49:2, 8-10  Matthew 1:1-17 

Wed/Dec 18 Jeremiah 23:5-8  Matthew 1:18-25 
Thurs/Dec 19 Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a Luke 1:5-25 
Fri/Dec 20 Isaiah 7:10-14  Luke 1:26-38 
Sat/Dec 21 Song of Songs 2:8-14  Luke 1:39-45 
Sun/Dec 22 Micah 5:1-4a 
  Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-45 

 

Dates to  
Remember 

 
Fri Dec 13  Votives & Vigils HT 6pm—8pm 
Dec 14 & 15  Second Collection: Green Sunday Maintenance 
Mon Dec 16  Caring Hearts & Hands Mtg 1pm SG 
Tues Dec 17  Food Pantry noon SG 
Mon Dec 23  Parish Offices 8am—noon 
Dec 24 & 25  Parish Offices Closed 
Thurs Dec 26  Parish Offices 8am—noon 
Fri Dec 27  Parish Offices 8am—noon  
Mon Dec 30  Parish Offices 8am—noon 
Tues Dec 31  Parish Offices Closed 

Fr. Joshua’s email contact is: 
holytrinitystgregorypastor@gmail.com 

 
His direct number is listed on the bulletin cover. 

Advent Week Three 
 

The third candle represents Joy. As we continue to 
approach Christmas Day, our joy grows more and 

more.  It takes us back to the joyful  
anticipation of the shepherds who journeyed to see 

Jesus in Bethlehem, even before the wise men.  
On this third Sunday of Advent,  

we light the third candle and  
rejoice like the shepherds. 



 

Advent 
2024 

Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve: 
4pm (HT)  Tuesday, December 24 
9pm (SG)  Tuesday, December 24 

 
Christmas Day: 

8am (HT)  Wednesday, December 25 
10am (SG)  Wednesday, December 25 

 

 
The Annual Advent Food Drive is quickly approaching.  The  
following is a suggested list of needs for the Food Pantry. 

 
Weekend of Dec. 14 & 15:   
 Canned vegetables (carrots, beets, potatoes) & fruits 
Weekend of Dec. 22 & 23:   
 Cookies 
 
Boxes are at all church entryways at Holy Trinity & St. Gregory. 
Thank you for your anticipated donations. 
 
Faye Riesterer (773-2422), Food Pantry Coordinator 

Advent Food Drive 

SG Christmas Choir 
 

Anyone interested in being a part of the SG 
Christmas Choir is invited to attend rehears-
als on the following Monday evening De-

cember 16.  Rehearsal begins at 6:30pm and concludes about 
8pm.  The SG Choir will be singing prior to the start and through-
out each of the Christmas Masses. 

Weekday Mass Time Changes 
Beginning January 2025 

 
Monday:  Father’s day off 
Tuesday:  8am Mass at Holy Trinity 
Wednesday:  8am Mass at St. Gregory 
Thursday:  6pm Mass at Holy Trinity (no AM 
Mass) 
Friday:  8am Mass at St. Gregory 

Weekday Masses, Events, & Office Hours 
During the week, Holy Trinity Parish will follow the Kiel School 
District to determine cancellation of daily Mass, scheduled 
events and office closure.  If the schools are delayed, our 
schedule will NOT change. 
 

Weekend Masses & Events 
Cancellation of weekend Masses and events will be on local 
TV and radio stations.  If weather appears questionable, 
please tune in to a local station. 
 
Closures will be listed as:  Holy Trinity Parish, School Hill 

St. Gregory Parish Holy Trinity Parish 

Holy Trinity 24th Annual Perch Fry 
February 21, 2025 

 
Raffle Donations Due December 18 to be acknowledged on the raf-
fle ticket. Donations received after December 18, 2024 will not be 
printed on the raffle ticket, but will be acknowledged on signage and 
winner notifications.  We prefer cash, gift cards, or gift certificates.  
Donations can be given to any committee member or dropped off at 
the parish office.   
 
Thank you for giving of your time and talent to make our Annual Perch 
Fry a success! 

Next Meeting: 
December 19 @ 6pm 

Weekday Masses, Events, & Office Hours 
During the week, St. Gregory Parish will follow the Valders 
School District to determine cancellation of daily Mass, sched-
uled events and office closure.  If the schools are delayed, our 
schedule will NOT change. 
 

Weekend Masses & Events 
Cancellation of weekend Masses and events will be on local 
TV and radio stations.  If weather appears questionable, 
please tune in to a local station. 
 
Closures will be listed as:  St. Gregory Parish, St. Nazianz 



Weekend of December 14 & 15, 2024 

Pray for the Sick:  
 

Mary Mueller, Kay Binversie, Fritz Koeppen, Mary Jo Koeppen,  
Jim Riesterer, Ken Schmidt, Julie Binversie, John McDonald, 

Pauline DeLong, Bernard (Bud) Dewane, Tony B,  
Bev Jenkins, Travis Elliott 

 

To add or remove a name from this listing, a family member should call 
your Parish Office-SG: 773-2511 or HT: 773-2380    Thank you. 

SG Prayer Line: Contact the parish office. 
    

SG Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Melissa Frost  
      773-3270 
    

SG Caring Hearts & Hands: Melissa Frost  
      773-3270 
    

SG Food Pantry: Faye Riesterer at 773-2422 
    

HT Prayer Line: Call the parish office. 
 
 

Would you like to receive Communion at home? 
    

St. Gregory parishioners please contact: Mary Olig 775-4756  
      or the parish office 773-2511. 
   

Holy Trinity parishioners please contact: Dennis and Karen Graf  
      693-8700 or the parish office 920-773-2380. 

Parish  
Outreach 

      HT Christian Women Calendar Winners are… 
 

      Dec    1  -  $30    Stephanie Barnett, Ooltewah, TN       #224 
      Dec    2  -  $20    Irene Novak, Manitowoc        #317 
      Dec    3  -  $20    Rhys Reinken, Granger, IA        #688 
      Dec    4  -  $20    Mason Schneider, Newton        #1353 
      Dec    5  -  $20    Paul Batzner, Elm Grove        #772 
      Dec    6  -  $20    Donna Schmitz, Elkhart Lake        #893 
      Dec    7  -  $20    Fay Binversie, Kiel         #290 

Legacy Gifts to St. Gregory Parish 
Current projects for donation consideration: 

 

• Church Ceiling Rib Repairs & Paint 

• Air Conditioning for Church 

• Parish Sound System 
 

For additional projects to consider, please contact the parish office. 

ST. GREGORY SCRIP        
  Scrip is sold in the parish office:  
  Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon 

After Masses Saturday and Sunday  
 

Scrip Coordinators: 
Marlene Zutz 920-901-4581 

Sue Popp 920-773-2319 

Thank you to our Scrip purchasers!   

 

Scrip sales for week ending December 8: $6,151.24 
3% (average) profit to the parish: $184.54 

 
SCRIP is sold in parish office:  
Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon 

 Before and after 8am Mass on Sunday 
 

Scrip Coordinator questions~920-773-2380 
 

 
Thank you to all who continue to purchase SCRIP! 

HOLY TRINITY  
SCRIP  

PROGRAM 

Sales ending December 8 — $5,385 (includes online sales) 
Profits ending December 8 — $213.58 (includes online sales) 

Third Week of Advent: JOY 
 

Do we allow fear to steal the JOY 
God has placed in our hearts? 

The following parish family members 
are serving our nation  
in the Armed Forces:       

 
Jesse Augustine, Kurt Binversie,  

Sydney Binversie, Connor Faucett,  
Dustin Koenig, Matthew Koenig,  

Samuel Koenig, Adam Satori, Anton Simon 
 

Please contact the parish office  
to add or remove a family member. 

 

 

Remember these  
important people who have 

served our parish in the 
past with a Christmas card! 

 
Sister Jane Barman 
3810 N. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53222 
 
 

 

Fr. Patrick Nelson 
St. Margaret Mary Parish 

3970 North 92nd St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53222 

 
Fr. Anthony Ibekwe 

809 Summer Breeze Dr. #1310  
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 

(change of address) 

 
Fr. Bill Brunner 
25 N. Elgin Ave 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

For Eating … For Shopping … For Filling Your Tank 

& CHRISTMAS SHOPPING! 
 

Use Scrip Gift Cards! 
   

It’s So Easy: 

• You purchase the physical gift cards at Mass or in 
the Parish Office 

• Use your cards for everyday shopping or give as 
gifts 

• The church earns money back (with no extra work 
from you) 

 
**ALSO AVAILABLE ... PURCHASE ONLINE &  

PAY FOR TRANSACTIONS WITH YOUR PHONE.  JUST ASK! 




